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Public Works
HOLIDAY IDEAS
Make this a green holiday
• Use newspaper to wrap 

gifts or magazine pages 
for smaller items.  

• Remember that most 
holiday trappings are re-
cyclable.  This includes wrapping paper, 
cards and boxes.  

• Save wrapping and reuse.  
• Battery packaging can be separated 

and thrown in your cart. 
• FREE CLEAR BAGS:  Unpacking gifts?  

Have a clear recycling bag (available at 
DPW for free) and make a small pile 
of the trash to take to the kitchen to 
throw away. Make it EASY to recycle.

• Give your favorite person a small 
curbside container for fresh fruit and 
vegetable scraps to be used during 
yard waste season.  These handy, lock-
able containers are available complete 
with the yard waste stickers (we’ll 
even affix them for you).  Cost $15. 

• Carts that meet the City’s size re-
quirements are on sale at DPW for 
the City’s cost of only $39.

Christmas trees will be chipped Mondays 
along with other chipping.  Be sure to 
remove all tinsel and ornaments.  If you 
use a plastic drop cloth or bag, remove 
after taking the tree to the curb.  Remove 
the tree stand.  If metal, recycle it or save 
it for next year.  If plastic or wood, put it in 
your trash. 

CLEAR OUTSIDE READING 
DEVICE FOR WATER METER
Late fall, before the snow flies and bushes 
have lost their leaves, is a good time to 
clear a path to your outside water meter 
reading device.  This black box-like thing 
on the side of your house is linked to your 
inside water meter and allows the City 
to read your meter from outside.  DPW 
employees have to connect a reading 
device to the black box.  If you can’t get at 
it easily, neither can we.

ADOPT-A-GARDEN BLOOMS
As snow blankets everything, it is not too 
early to think spring.  Gardeners watch for 
your spring mailing.  There are some gar-
dens available and opportunities to work 
with a gardener at an existing garden as 
well.  Many hands covered in dirt make the 
Woods bloom.  If you want to warm your 
hands in the good earth, or are a little 
curious, call Pam Haxton at 248.586-9194, 
or e-mail at cgaled@hwmi.org.  

Winter Wonders and Worries
PLEASE BE ADVISED:  SNOW EMERGENCY
A Snow Emergency is in effect for any snow amounting to 4” or 
more. During a snow emergency you MAY NOT park your vehicle 
in the street. Any vehicle left in the street may be ticketed or, in 
some cases, towed.

SNOW PLOWING INFORMATION
For safety’s sake and greater efficiency, keep streets and sidewalks 
clear of vehicles, overhanging limbs and debris for plowing and 
brooming services. During and after a snow fall DO NOT PARK 
YOUR CAR IN THE STREET OR ACROSS THE SIDEWALK.  While DPW will AL-
WAYS keep Huntington Woods streets safe, with shrinking revenue from State high-
way funds, we must try to limit overtime plowing for snow falls under 4”, although 
at no time will safety be compromised.   Please help by keeping your recycling carts 
and trash cans on the easement and out of the street. Placing them in the street is 
hazardous for drivers, your containers and the plows. 

HOMEOWNER RESPONSIBLE FOR SIDEWALK SNOW/ICE REMOVAL
Even though the City makes every attempt to broom sidewalks, homeowners are still 
responsible that the walks are kept clear.  Compliance allows for uninterrupted mail 
delivery as well as for children and adults to easily move throughout the City. 
NOTE:  parking near or across the sidewalk makes it impossible to broom your walk 
and perhaps that of your neighbor. Please be considerate. 
REMEMBER:  due to budget constraints, sidewalks are not swept on overtime.

SNOW CLEARING
Driveways:  When clearing your driveway, there are several things you can do to 
reduce the amount of snow that may get piled into your driveway as the road is 
plowed.  If possible, clean driveways after roads have been plowed. If that is not 
possible, when clearing your driveway, place as much snow as possible in the direc-
tion of travel downstream on your side of the road.  Clear an area upstream from 
your driveway opening to form a “pocket” for the snow from the road to go into. 
The result is that more of the snow from the clearing of the road goes into the open 
“pocket” area and less ends up at the end of your driveway
Keep snow on your property:  Whether you use a snow removal service or do your 
own snow plowing/blowing, please keep the snow on your property.  Do not blow 
or push the snow into or across the street. This can create huge mounds for your 
neighbor and piles of snow in the street, even after the plows have been through. 
Big mounds next to your neighbor’s driveway make it difficult for them to shovel 
the snow off their own drive and can block their visibility. Piles of snow in the street 
become matted down and may cause slick and dangerous driving conditions.

FREEZING TEMPERATURES AND WATER PIPES
Cold weather can play havoc with plumbing and cause pipes to break. If temperatures 
fall below 15 degrees for an extended period of time, freezing pipes can be prevented 
by leaving a cold water faucet dripping slightly any time water may go unused for a 
length of time.  If you will be away, consider turning off your water at the meter. This 
will prevent flooding should a pipe burst.  While you will pay for the water dripping, it 
is far less costly than a burst pipe.  In addition, keep your water meter, usually found 
in your basement along the front wall, exposed to the heat in your house. This also 
reduces the chance of pipes freezing.

FIRE HYDRANTS
Public Safety and Public Works Departments appreciate your help 
keeping hydrants clear of snow.  This effort is important for the safety 
of us all.  
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Curbside Pick Up:  Landfill, Recycling, 
Yard Waste, Chipping, Bulk

• NO CHANGE in collection during the weeks of Thanksgiving, Christmas or New Year’s Day, 
Martin Luther King Day or President’s Day. 

• All items placed at the curb for weekly collection may not be put out before 4:00 pm. 
Monday and containers MUST be removed by midnight Tuesday.  If you have items at the 
curb early or late, you will receive a citation.  

• Put carts on the easement or on your driveway approach, NOT in the street.  Be sure there 
is nothing blocking your cart.  

RECYCLABLES
• Remove food and rinse before placing recyclables in your cart.  This eliminates odor and 

helps keep HW a rodent-free zone.
• Place household batteries in a clear sealed plastic bag inside your cart.
• Cardboard should be placed inside your cart whenever possible.  To maximize space, flatten 

boxes and nest
• Plastic bags (clear or see-through) can be used for recyclables such as shredded paper, 

junk mail or recyclables.  You need not separate recyclables when bagging.
• Plastic bags can be recycled by placing clean bags in a plastic bag with “arms” (handles), 

tying it securely and placing them in your cart. DO NOT PUT LOOSE EMPTY PLASTIC 
BAGS IN YOUR CART..

• Don’t wait until your recycling cart is full or if you need additional space?  Call DPW at 
248.547-1888 as second carts or larger carts are available

• RECYCLING CARTS ARE FOR RECYCLING ONLY.  NO TRASH OR YARD WASTE AL-
LOWED.  If you use your cart improperly, you will be required to empty the material in 
your cart into appropriate containers.

• If your pick up is missed, call DPW at 248.547-1888.  It is important that we know so we 
can work with our hauler to correct the situation.

LANDFILL (TRASH) ITEMS, THE NON-RECYCLABLES
• Place household trash (what little you have left) in containers up to 35 gal., maximum 

weight, 60 pounds, or in 20-30 gal. 2-mil plastic bags not to exceed 40 pounds. 
• The short list of what’s left:  Irregular Items - Large items such as sofas, mattresses and 

household furniture are picked up as trash.  Carpeting, Padding and Wood must be folded 
or cut to no more than 4’ in length and tied in bundles not to exceed 60 pounds.  Remove 
or pound down nails for Tuesday pickup.  

• Broken glass/mirrors - break large items up and wrap in heavy paper or cloth and put out 
with regular trash.  Mark as GLASS.  It is best if it will fit in a container. 

YARD WASTE (BRUSH)COLLECTION - Ends December 15
• Yard waste is not picked up as trash during the year due to a statewide ban on yard waste 

in landfills and ALL trash goes to the landfill.  
• After December 15, yard waste can be taken to the SOCRRA.  
• Put small branches, twigs or sticks shorter than 4’ in length and smaller than 2” in diam-

eter in yard waste cans with stickers or tall brown bags or they can be secured with twine.  
• Small amounts of sod and tree stumps acceptable (call DPW before putting it at the curb).
• Logs, root balls and untreated 2x4 and 4x4 wood, cut shorter than 4’, can also be placed 

in containers or tied for collection.  
• No container should exceed 40 pounds in weight.  
• Curbside yard waste collection resumes April 5. 

CHIPPING - Continues weekly on Mondays throughout the year  
• This service is for work done by  residents only (not contractors).  
• Branches must be 4’ - 10’ and 2” to 6” in diameter.  Please line up your branches with the 

cut ends in one direction, towards street, or they will not be chipped.  
• BRANCHES OR BUSHES WITH ROOT ATTACHED WILL NOT BE CHIPPED.  Roots can be 

placed in yard waste bags or cans for pickup with your yard waste through December 15.

VACUUM LEAF COLLECTION - Through November 25
• With Thanksgiving so late, it is unlikely leaf pick up will be available after Thanksgiving.  You 

may call 248.547-1888 to confirm.  The trucks must get ready for snow removal.  
• After vacuuming ends, if your leaves are put in the street, you will receive a citation.
• You may use yard waste bags and containers with stickers until yard waste collection ends 

December 15.  After that, compost excess leaves or use as winter protection for shrubs 
and young trees or you may take bagged leaves (yard waste bags only, no plastic bags) 
to SOCRRA for composting.  Remember it is against State law to throw yard waste in a 
landfill.

EXCLUDED CURBSIDE ITEMS
The City will not collect for transport to 
a landfill the following items:  Contractor’s 
materials, tires, motor oil, gasoline, bricks, 
concrete, stone, dirt, sod and tree stumps.  
These must be removed by the homeown-
er.  Call a waste hauler to privately dispose 
of these additional items or call SOCRRA 
(248.288-5150) regarding the fee to bring 
acceptable materials to the landfill transfer 
station.

Rx (DRUG) DISPOSAL  
Medications no longer in 
use or out of date (both 
prescription and non-
prescription drugs) should 
NEVER be thrown away, 
flushed down the toilet or 
poured down the drain.  This 
can cause contamination of our ground 
water, lakes and streams.  Place unwanted 
drugs loose in a see-through plastic bag. 
Liquid medications and ointments should 
be left in bottle or tube.  Drugs in blister 
packs need not be removed.  You can also 
take controlled substances, like pain killers, 
in their containers to drop them at Public 
Safety weekdays from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, 
or Lincoln Drugs which participates in the 
Yellow Jar program.

BULK METAL RECYCLABLES 
Include but are not limited to:  refrigera-
tors, stoves, hot water tanks, file cabinets, 
exercise equipment, fencing, barbeques (no 
propane tanks), bed frames, lawn chairs, 
metal gutters and pipes cut or folded to 
no more than 8’ lengths.  Remove doors 
on refrigerators and freezers.  These and 
other large metal items will continue to 
be collected along with the recyclables in 
your cart. 

DPW
Phone:  248.547-1888
hwdpw@hwmi.org 

DPW OFFICE/YARD HOURS
Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 4:00 pm

Closed weekends and holidays
No contractors/Landscapers

DROP OFF IN CITY
City Hall, Library or DPW: CDs, tapes, 

cases, floppy discs, ink jet and 
 laser cartridges

DPW only: Screw on plastic caps

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Claire Galed, Manager

Jay Mader, Manager
Jan Batson, Office Assistant
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RECYCLEBANK - 
RECYCLE & REPORT
Earn points on Recyclebank.com while 
learning to live a more sustainable life.  In 
addition, Recyclebank now offers the op-
portunity to use your points to donate to 
the Nature Conservancy.  And, when you 
recycle, everyone in HW wins.  SOCRRA 
rebates $25/ton for recycling and we don’t 
pay the $27.50/ton to throw those things 
in the landfill.  Recycle more and win 
twice: Recyclebank points for your house-
hold and revenue for the City.

Commit.  Take the first step.  
Get in the habit.  Stop putting trash 

at the curb weekly.
 
Did you know that before 1952, trash col-
lection in HW was every other week?  In 
the survey about solid waste spring 2014, 
80% of you said that you were willing to 
try trash collection bi-weekly during the 
winter months. Make the effort to reduce 
your trash significantly so that you don’t 
need to place your container at the curb 
each week.  See how long you can go.  Bad 
weather and you don’t want to make mul-
tiple trips to the curb, put your recycling 
out, let the trash wait.

Report your successes and failures on the 
DPW Facebook page: HWMIdpw.  
To start diverting more trash, try 
the following:
1.  Do a house check.  
Reduce the number of trash (landfill) 
containers in your house or re-purpose 
them for recycling.  Remember that most 
of what you discard is recyclable, so make 
recycling easy and landfilling things more 
difficult.  Centralize your trash in places 
like the kitchen or bathroom, but be sure 
you have recycling in those locations, too.  
Have a very small container in rooms 
where you may need to dispose of tissues 
from runny noses that you don’t want to 
carry around.
2. Do your own trash sort.  
Take the trash containers from various 
rooms in your house and sort it into recy-
clable/non-recyclable.  Put the recyclables 
in their proper place!  Be aware of what 
you and your family are doing.  Check the 
HW website under DPW recycling to 
learn how to do a home trash sort.

One helpful hint: freeze your food waste 
until you are ready to put it out. This is a 
good idea throughout the year as it dis-
courages furry and not so furry friends.

SOCRRA
MATERIAL RECOVERY FACILITY  

Drop-off Center: 995 Coolidge. www.socrra.org

SOCRRA DROP-OFF
NO APPOINTMENTS needed for any drop off materials.  All acceptable curbside 
recyclables; Styrofoam (drop off ONLY), Automotive batteries; Hardcover books; 
Plastic bags, CDs, tapes, cases, floppy discs; Screw on plastic caps; Ink jet & laser car-
tridge recycling may be dropped off at SOCRRA.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW) 
Appointments are no longer necessary for Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 
Disposal or Electronics Recycling.  Identification required when dropping off HHW, 
but electronics drop off is open to any individual or business from anywhere. 
Drop off times:  weekdays 8:00 am to 3:30 pm (Wedsnesdays until 5:30 pm) and 
Saturdays 8:00 am to 2:00 pm.

HHW are things that can contaminate our water system or are 
liquid and cannot be recycled or go in solid waste (landfill).  HHW 
includes but is not limited to, paint, garden chemicals, automotive 
fluids, oil, household cleaners, solvents, insulin syringes (in a metal 
or heavy plastic well-marked container), fluorescent light bulbs 
including the compact ones.  Motor oil and gasoline can be taken to 
SOCRRA’s HHW in proper containers, no appointment needed.  

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING, NOT JUST FOR SOCRRA RESIDENTS 
Electronics recycling includes but is not limited to TVs, cell phones, computers and 
computer components.  There are many dangerous metals in electronic devices.  
Let’s work together to keep these out of the landfill.

SOCRRA’S LARGE SHREDDER IS GREAT
This extremely fast shredder should take the pain out of shredding and is available 
Monday - Saturday.  To check hours, refer to www.socrra.org or call 248.288-5150. 
Think before you shred!  Only shred things with account or social security numbers  
There is no reason to shred anything that only has your name and address on it. If 
you haven’t even opened the junk mail, you clearly don’t think there is anything of 
value inside. Concerned about someone signing up for the offer, tear the envelope 
and its contents in half.

For up-to-date information and times on all aspects of 
recycling & solid waste, go to www.socrra.org.

Check out SOCRRA.ORG

CLIP & SAVE
2016 Holiday Solid Waste 
Collection the week of:

New Year’s 2016:  no change
Memorial Day:  delayed one day
July 4th:  delayed one day
Labor Day:  delayed one day.
Thanksgiving:  no change
Christmas:  delayed one day
New Year’s 2017: delayed one day

NO DELAYS for 
chipping, recycling, 

yard waste and 
landfill items for 
any other legal 

holiday.

RECYCLING THIEVES
Stolen Recyclables Cost our City $$$
Stolen recyclables 
cost our city money.  
If you see someone 
taking recyclables, 
large or small, call 
Public Safety at 
248.541-1180.  

You can help by bringing your metal items 
to the Scrap Metal Container in the Public 
Works yard.  Proceeds from the scrap 
metal dumpster go directly into Recycling 
Outreach and recycling carts in our public 
areas.  If you bring something that is too 
heavy or bulky, just set it down next to the 
dumpster.   Yard hours are weekdays 7:30 
am to 4:00 pm, closed Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays. 
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